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Editorial: Celebrate holidays, but
don't drink and drive
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Wisconsin has made the top 10 in another list we'd rather not be BrOkerage-Plus
on. i ’ =] ’ y
For the second straight year, Wisconsin and 12 other states are in
the Fatal Fifteen — states with the highest percentage of fatal
traffic accident in which alcohol is a factor.
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A safety advocacy group, End Needless Death on Our Roadways,

and the National Safety Council annually compile the list of states a Business7
.

where more than 40 percent of fatal accidents involve alcohol.

The number of people killed in Wisconsin as a result of drinking
and driving is down from the all-time high of 479 in 1982. But, after
hitting a low of 302 in 1992, the number rose to 388 in 2003,
though it dipped slightly in 2004 to 358, according to the National
Highway Transportation Safety Administration.
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In Sheboygan County last year, eight people died and 96 others were injured in the 159 accidents in which alcohol was a
factor, according to the state Department of Transportation. Six of the eight fatalities happened on city streets or county
highways. Most of the injuries also occurred in crashes in those areas.

Last year, arrests for drunken driving reached an all-time high in Wisconsin with 43,200 motorists given tickets — a nearly
11 percent increase over the year before. Law enforcement is being aggressive in its enforcement of drunken driving laws
— and they are getting the help of people with cell phones alerting them to suspected impaired driving.

Wisconsin has made some progress in reducing the number of alcohol-related traffic crashes and the percentage of them to
all traffic crashes. But with more than 4 of 10 deaths on the highways the result of alcohol impairment, there is a long way
to go.

Wisconsin residents, it seems, have a thirst for alcohol, based on our ranking among the top states in the nation for per-
capita consumption. This tolerance spreads to young people, too, who think that alcohol is a vital part of the post-secondary
education experience.

Wisconsin has lowered to 0.08 the blood-alcohol level as evidence of impaired driving as a way to further crack down.
Still, the number of people killed or injured in alcohol-related classes is disturbing.

We are coming up to the holiday season and the accompanying parties and celebrations. Many businesses have markedly
cut back on office or shop parties in which alcohol is liberally served, but still we often hear of the husband, father, wife,
mother, brother or sister who won't be around at Christmas dinner or to greet the new year because of an alcohol-related
traffic accident.

But personal responsibility — a simple resolve on the part of all drivers to not drink and drive — will do more than any law
or law enforcement presence to reduce the number of alcohol-related crashes.

Page 1 of 3



The Sheboygan Press - Editorial: Celebrate holidays, but don't drink and drive 12/12/2005 07:28 AM

Comment on this Story

The Sheboygan Press' news and online staffs uses all comments we receive from this feature to help improve our news report and Web pages
and provide feedback to our editors and reporters. If you also wish us to consider publishing your comments in our newspaper and on our Web

C I H k H site, please fill out the required fields below. An editor will contact you for a final check prior to publication. We do not publish anonymous
|C e re comments.

* Required fields for verification
Please include phone number for verification purposes if you want your comments considered for inclusion on our opinion page.

Send us a news tip | Ethics policy

*e : -
Your name*: Your email address*: Your comments*:

Advertisement

Fi n d d ea IS Your phone number: Your city*:
online or
i n Sto res Your age*:

The Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) requires us to ask you the following question about your age. If you have any questions about

COPPA, please see our Terms of Service.
near you

(*) under 13 ) 13-17 () 18-34 () 35-49 _) 50-64 (_) 65 or older

| Submit |

Explore More ‘ Things to Do :

Special Sections Special Reports

_ -+
-~
@ Photo Galleries: Multimedia m Sheboygan County Scrapbook ! I Hgf\(ﬂ‘g
: »

’ﬂ Press Prep Basketball Report All special reports »
~ All magazines » LOCAL ("

- \ - -
_ Moxie for active adults 3 ja!lb‘

December - January

Trophy Room: view and submit photos Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
E 13 14 15 16 17
r;—,—ﬂ Write Stuff contest 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
a‘ 25 26 27 28 29 30 3
= 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
E Historic Sheboygan County Advanced Search

All special sections »
All magazines »

Advertising Links

Services Medical Golfing

Dining & Drinking Attractions Automotive

Home & Garden Shopping Lodging
Partners

Jobs: CareerBuilder.com | Cars: Cars.com | Apartments: Apartments.com | Shopping: ShopLocal.com | Weather: WFRV.com

sheboygan-press.com is a Gannett Company website.
Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, updated June 7, 2005.

Weather | Calendar | Jobs | Cars | Apartments | Shopping | Classifieds | Dating | Subscribe | Contact Us

Company Links

C) 7, LIS
4 o~

A 31l wisinfocom ® r‘?

http://www.sheboygan-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051212/SHE06/512120347/1883 Page 2 of 3



The Sheboygan Press - Editorial: Celebrate holidays, but don't drink and drive 12/12/2005 07:28 AM

Appleton Post-Crescent | Fond du Lac Reporter | Green Bay Press-Gazette | Manitowoc Herald Times Reporter | Marshfield News
Herald
Oshkosh Northwestern | Sheboygan Press | Stevens Point Journal | Wausau Daily Herald | Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune

http://www.sheboygan-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’AID=/20051212/SHE06/512120347/1883 Page 3 of 3



