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A report compiled by the national physicians' group End Needless Death on Our Roadways (END) finds
that Rhode Island leads all other U.S. states in the number of alcohol-related traffic fatalities, ABC News
reported Dec. 7.

The report identifies the 15 deadliest states based on alcohol-related fatalities. In Rhode Island, 55 percent
of all traffic deaths last year were alcohol-related. Hawaii was second with 53 percent.

Other states with a high percentage of alcohol-related deaths in 2003 were Nevada, 50 percent; North
Dakota, 50 percent; South Carolina, 50 percent; Montana, 49 percent; South Dakota, 48 percent; Texas, 47
percent; Wisconsin, 46 percent; Connecticut, 45 percent; Louisiana, 45 percent; Massachusetts, 45 percent;
New Mexico, 45 percent; Illinois, 44 percent; and Kansas, 44 percent.

The state with the lowest percentage of alcohol-related traffic fatalities was Utah at 15 percent, far below
the national average of 40 percent.

END is urging the "Fatal Fifteen" states to form task forces to discuss and recommend ways to reduce
drunk driving.

The report was based on data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

FATAL FIFTEEN

States with highest percentage of alcohol-related traffic deaths in 2003:

1. Rhode Island 55 percent 6. Montana 49 11. Louisiana 45
2. Hawaii 53 7. South Dakota 48 12. Massachusetts 45
3. Nevada 50 8. Texas 47 13. New Mexico 45
4. North Dakota 50 9. Wisconsin 46 14. Illinois 44
5. South Carolina 50 10. Connecticut 45 15. Kansas 44

National average: 40

Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration; End Needless Death on Our Roadways

(Copyright 2004 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.)

Alcohol Fatalities

Montana, Mississippi, South Dakota and New Mexico
DWI Fatality Rate Highest in U.S.

By Barry Massey



The Associated Press

    SANTA FE - People in New Mexico are nearly twice as likely to die in an alcohol-related traffic
accident than the national average, according to new figures that underscore the state's struggle with
drunken driving.

    Although New Mexico reduced its rate of alcohol-involved highway deaths in 2000, the state continues
to have one of the nation's worst problems with drinking and driving.

    New Mexico ranked fourth highest in the nation in the rate of alcohol-involved highway deaths    
unchanged from its rankings in 1999 and 1998, according to figures released by the DWI Resource Center
in Albuquerque.

    The state's alcohol-related crash death rate declined by nearly 10 percent from 1999 to 2000.

    "I'm always disappointed when we can't drop out of the top 10," said Linda Atkinson, the DWI Resource
Center's executive director.

    "It almost feels that New Mexico has normalized dying in a DWI crash     being involved in a DWI crash
or arrest. I see us having a very long road to go."

    Throughout the 1990s, New Mexico has remained at or near the top of national rankings. It was first in
1990-93, dropping to second in 1994-95, back first in 1996; third in 1997, and fourth in 1998-99.

    New Mexico overhauled its drunken driving laws in 1993, and most of the tougher penalties went into
effect the following year.

    There were 8.7 deaths in alcohol-related highway accidents for every 100,000 people in New Mexico in
2000, up from 9.7 in 1999. The rate also was 8.7 in 1998.

    The national average rate increased slightly during the same period. There were 4.6 alcohol-related crash
deaths per 100,000 population nationally in 2000, compared with 4.5 in 1999.

    Michael Sandoval, director for public education programs in the state Traffic Safety Bureau, said the
agency remains committed to reducing alcohol-involved highway deaths.

    The agency's main efforts to deal with the problem, he said, continue to be law enforcement against
drunken driving and prevention programs.

    "We're doing it the best we can. I wouldn't say we have backed off in any way," said Sandoval.

    He also pointed out that, in general, the fatality rate has dropped in New Mexico despite no improvement
in the state's national rankings in recent years.

    The death rate for alcohol-involved highway crashes in New Mexico has declined by half from 1990 to
2000. The rate dropped annually from 1992 through 1994, but increased in 1995 and then held steady in
1996. It declined for two years before jumping up in 1999.

    The nation's worst alcohol-related traffic death rate in 2000 was in Montana, 10.2 deaths per 100,000
population; followed by Mississippi, at 10.16; South Dakota, 8.744; and New Mexico, 8.741. West Virginia
ranked behind New Mexico with a death rate of 8.24.

    New Mexico had a higher rate of alcohol-related traffic deaths than its neighboring states in 2000: Texas



ranked 12th, 6.95 deaths per 100,000 people; Arizona, 14th, 6.9; Oklahoma, 25th, 4.9; Colorado, 26th, 4.6;
and Utah, 44th, 3.05.

    The latest rankings are based on traffic death information from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and 2000 population figures from the U.S. Census Bureau. The federal agency uses traffic
crash information from states and then adjusts the data to try to provide a uniform state-to-state statistical
yardstick.

    New Mexico also has one of the nation's highest rates for total traffic deaths     sixth in 2000, with 23.6
deaths per 100,000 people, down from 26.4 in 1999. The national traffic death rate was 14.9 deaths per
100,000 population.

    "There aren't as many people being killed today as 13 years ago when I got involved but there are still
way too many," said Atkinson.

    "We have about 17,000 people killed every year in drunk driving crashes (nationally involving any
amount of alcohol), but because they don't happen in one place there is no declaration of war. It's just a
silent battle that goes on."
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