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BY THE NUMBERS

142

Hawai'i traffic fatalities in 2004

33

Hawai'i traffic fatalities
involving at least one driver
aged 16 to 20 in 2004

23.4%

Percent of 2004 fatal accidents
that involved those young
drivers

122

Hawai'i traffic fatalities in 1994

19

Hawai'i traffic fatalities
involving at least one driver
aged 16 to 20 in 1994

15.7%

Percent of 1994 fatal accidents
that involved those young
drivers
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Traffic-fatality report tough on Hawai'i
teens
By Mike Leidemann
Advertiser Staff Writer

When it comes to teenage drivers
involved in fatal accidents, Hawai'i is
among the worst states in the country,
according to a report released yesterday.

More than 23 percent of the state's traffic
fatalities in 2004 occurred in accidents
where at least one driver was aged 16 to
20, ranking the state 10th worst in the
nation, according to the study done by
the National Safety Council and the
safety advocacy group End Needless
Death on Our Roadways.

When comparing 1994 to 2004, Hawai'i
had one of the largest increases in fatal
accidents involving teen drivers in the
nation: 73.7 percent. Only Rhode Island
(122 percent) and New Hampshire (200
percent) had a bigger increase.

However, state officials said yesterday
that the study provides just a snapshot of
what happened in two separate years of
Hawai'i accidents and does not
adequately reflect statistical ups and
downs or steps the state has taken in
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downs or steps the state has taken in
recent years to address teenage driving
problems.

"For instance, if the study had looked at
the year 2005 instead of 2004, the
number of fatal accidents involving
teenage drivers would have dropped to
14.2 percent," said state Transportation
Director Rod Haraga. That would have
made Hawai'i among the safest places
nationwide for teen driving, according to
study data.

The percentage of fatal accidents
involving teen drivers has fluctuated in
Hawai'i since the early 1990s and doesn't
provide a good picture of the situation
because the total number of fatalities is
very small compared with most states,
Haraga said. Still, the state's estimated
30,400 teenage drivers, who make up just
3.4 percent of Hawai'i's licensed drivers,
account for a disproportional number of
accidents, he said.

Nationally, teen drivers make up about 6
percent of the driving population and are
involved in 20 percent of all fatal motor
vehicle deaths.

"We're especially focused on promoting
safe driving among Hawai'i's teens,"
Haraga said. "We've been very aggressive in that area and think it will
have a big effect."

In January, the state became one of the last nationwide to institute a new
graduated licensing program that is designed to give teen drivers a chance
to safely develop their auto skills over several months before they become
fully licensed. It requires teens ages 16 to 18 to obtain a "provisional"
license for at least six months before they can receive a regular driver's
license. The provisional license restricts a youth's ability to drive late at
night or with other teens in the car.

"We are also partnering with law enforcement and community
organizations to reduce the prevalence of underage drinking, which
contributes to the number of accidents involving our youth," Haraga said.

Earlier this month, Lt. Gov. James "Duke" Aiona signed into law three
bills to reduce drunken driving and underage drinking. They increase
penalties for those who operate a motor vehicle with a blood alcohol level
of .15 or higher, strengthen underage drinking enforcement, and suspend
the driving privileges of any person under age 21 who purchases,
possesses or consumes alcohol.

Still, all states could be doing more to address the problem, national
officials said.

"We're not looking to pick on states for poor performance. This report
shows that the number of people dying in crashes involving young drivers
has not been significantly reduced over the last 10 years," said John
Ulcycki, director of the National Safety Council's transportation safety
group. "Our goal is to find out what works and what doesn't so that we
can do much better."
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can do much better."

Reach Mike Leidemann at mleidemann@honoluluadvertiser.com.
 Top

 

MINI SITE MAP
LOCAL NEWS :Education | Obituaries | Weather | Traffic hotspots | Military news | Discussion boards | Live chat | Columnists

SPORTS :Surf report | UH sports | High school sports | Recreation | Sports calendar | On the Air | Golf report | National sports
ISLAND LIFE :About Men/Women | Taste/Recipes | Faith calendar | Comics | TGIF calendar | Tube Notes | Pet Project

ENTERTAINMENT :TGIF weekend calendar | 4-week guide | Movie showtimes | Dining | Visitors | National arts & leisure
BUSINESS :Hawai'i stocks | Hawai'i mutual funds | Hawai'i mortgage rates | Island bank rates | Stock quotes | Moneywire | Coming events | Trade Winds |

Local resources
OPINION :Letters to the Editor | Dick Adair's cartoons | Submit a letter | Submit a commentary
TRAVEL :Travel almanac | Currency rates | Destinations | Sunday travel ads

HELP PAGE :Contact us | Back issues | Newspaper subscriptions | How to advertise | Frequently asked questions | About us | Site map | Terms of service |
Corrections

CLASSIFIEDS :Classified ads | Shopping | Coupons | Place an ad
PARTNERS :Jobs: Careerbuilder.com | Cars: Cars.com | Apartments: Apartments.com

© COPYRIGHT 2006 The Honolulu Advertiser, a division of Gannett Co. Inc.
Use of this site indicates your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy (updated
6/7/2005)


